The American Revolution

After the Seven Yoars” War, Batsh laad-
ers wantod to get new mevenues from the
colonies. These revenues would be used to
cover war costs, as well as to pay for the
expenscs of maintaining an army to defend
the colonies.

In 1765, the Parlament imposad the
Stamp Act on the colonies. The act required
that certain printed matertals, such as legal
documeants and newspapers, carry a stamp
showing that a tax had boen paid to
Britain. Opposition was widesproad and
often viclent, and the act was repaaled In

1766 The crisis was over, but the cause of [

the dispute was not resolved.

The War Begins Crists followed crists in the 1770s.
To counteract British actiors, the colonies organtzed
the First Continental Congress, which mat In
Philadelphia in September 1774, Outspoken mam.-
bers urged colonists to “take up anms and organize
milgkas

Pighting finally erupted botween colonists and the
British army In April 1775 in Lexington and Concord,
Massachusctts. The Second Continental Congress mat
soon afterward and formad an army, called the Conts-
rental Army, with Coorge Washington as commander
in chief. Sull, the colonists did nat nush headlong into
war Afler the fighting In Lexington and Concord,
more than a yoar passed before the dectsion was made
to declame iIndependence from the British Empire.

On July 4, 1776, the Second Continental Congross
approved a declaration of independence written by
Thomas jefferson. A stirring political document, the
Dedlaration of Independence declared the colonies to
be “free and iIndependent states absolved from all
allegtance to the British Crown.” The American Rov-
olution had formally bogun.

The war against Cront Britain was a grost gamble.

Britain was a strong military power with enormous
financial resources. The Continental Army of the

Amerkarns was made up of undisciplined amatours
who agmed to serve for only a short time.

Foreign Support and British Defeat Of grom
importance to the colonks’ cause was support from
foreign countries. These nations wame aager to gain
revenge for carbier defoats at the hands of the British,

The French supplied arms and money to the rebels
from the boginning of the war French officers and
soldiors also sorved in Washington's army. In October
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1777, following a British defkat, the French granted
diplomatic recognition to the Amerkan state.

Spain and the Dutch Republic also enterod the war
against Cmat Brtaln. Now, the British were faced
with war against much of Europe, as well as against
the Americans

When the army of Ceneral Comwallls was forced
to surrender to combined Amerkan and French

trol of the western territory from the Appalachians to
the Misstssippt River.
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